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to oblige you and not with any view to profit, and on this ground it was urged hy yon, "We should not therefore be now called upon or expected to purchase the copyright when we have no expectation of realizing the Capital placed in the volumes. If the offer to publish was now before us we should certainly decline it, nnd would feel obliged if you knew and would urge some one to relieve us from the publication fit cost, or even at a email abatement, i
The volumes appeared early in December, and were widely and favorably noticed by the city press and in New York. The sale, however, was not large, and after Poe's own copies were dispatched he broke off intercourse with the firm for some time.
Three of these reprinted stories deserve some further notice. Two of them, " Ligeia " and " The Fall of the House of Usher," mark the highest reach of the romantic element in Poo's genius, and for the first time exhibit his artistic powers in full development and under easy command. Ho had matured in the six years since lie penned his first story (ho was now thirty), but his growth had been within singularly well-defined limits; liis mind pursued the strong attraction that fascinated him in that haunted borderland upon the verge but nob beyond the sphere of credibility, as the magnet obeys the pole; but this absorption of his imagination in the preternatural was not more extraordinary than the monotony of the themes that exercised
1 Letter-Book o£ Loa & Blanohartl.Hana Pfanll, eraSrtlera, Von Jung, Loss of Bicuth, Metzengmteiu, rtHUtll*Frenchman wears hfe Hand in n Sling, Appendix. York: Harper & Brothers. 1838.iscoveries still further South, to which that distressing Calamity gave rise. 12nao, pp.198. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1838.
